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Zamak Ore

Zamak Ore is a rare and remarkable material once controlled exclusively by the Zamak Clan of
Rudiana. It is renowned above all for its exceptional capacity to conduct soul magic, a quality that
made it one of the most coveted and closely guarded materials in Aestilon.

Though valuable even in raw form, Zamak ore achieved its greatest significance through craft. In the
hands of the Zamak Clan, it became the foundation of living constructs, soulbound relics, arcane
instruments, and other works whose reputation endured long after the clan itself vanished from
power.

Nature

Zamak ore is the only known material of its kind, drawn from the sole known Zamak vein beneath the
Soul Forge. Its defining quality is its unusual affinity for soul magic. Where ordinary metals may carry
enchantment, Zamak ore seems especially suited to receiving, conducting, and stabilizing workings
that touch the soul directly.

This property made it invaluable not only to the Zamak Clan themselves, but to any art concerned
with animation, binding, or the shaping of soul-touched objects.

Extraction and Smithing

Zamak ore cannot be mined in the manner of common metal. It must first be subjected to immense
heat, sufficient to soften the material so that it may be broken free and worked safely. In practical
terms, this made extraction inseparable from the Soul Forge, the only known forge capable of
creating such conditions reliably.

For this reason, control of the forge meant control of the ore. Though some raw material was allowed
to leave Zamak hands under tightly limited arrangements, the true mining and smithing of the ore
remained a monopoly of the clan.

Properties

Among the better-known properties attributed to Zamak ore are:

exceptional conduction of soul magic
usefulness even in raw or only partially worked form
unusual compatibility with soulbinding processes
suitability for creations requiring stable interaction between crafted matter and soul-force

Its value, however, was never merely magical. Even apart from its more esoteric qualities, objects
made with Zamak ore were often associated with extraordinary craftsmanship.
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Known Uses

The best-known applications of Zamak ore include:

Sentinels of Zamak — clanks whose entire bodies were made of Zamak ore, rather than
merely containing a Zamak heart.
Zamak Hearts — one known means by which clanks could be granted life.
Staves — highly valued soul-conductive implements, especially sought after by necromancers.
Songbooks — books lined with Zamak ore in their bindings, allowing song-magic to touch the
soul with greater force and ease.
Zamak Chips — tiny fragments of worked ore melted into steel to create rare soulbound items.

Songbooks

Songbooks do not require Zamak ore in order for soul-magic through song to function at all. Yet the
use of Zamak in the bindings greatly strengthens that magic and makes such works easier to create
at a high level. Among Zamak creations, the songbook remains one of the most distinctive.

Staves

Zamak staves are especially coveted by practitioners who work directly upon souls. Their reputation
among necromancers is particularly notorious, for such staves greatly enhance the channeling of
souls into undead forms.

Zamak Chips

Zamak chips are very small worked pieces of ore incorporated into melted steel during the making of
an item. Even in such tiny amounts, the material may be sufficient to render an object soulbound. The
technique is rare, and items made through it rarer still.

Value and Reputation

The value of Zamak ore has always extended beyond rarity. It carried prestige, political weight, and a
degree of dread. To possess Zamak craft was to possess not only wealth, but access to something
most people regarded as perilously close to the hidden mechanics of life and death.

That tension shaped the legacy of the ore as much as its practical uses did. Zamak works were
admired, sought after, and feared in equal measure.

Availability

Since the fall of the Zamak Clan and the closure of the Soul Forge, access to newly worked Zamak ore
has effectively ceased. What survives now does so in the form of relics, heirlooms, hidden stores, and
a very small number of exceptional creations.
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